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Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Field  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honc^ir  to  present  my  report  on  the  health  of  the 
Startforth  Rural  District  for  tne  yeai-  ended  31st  December  1954* 

The  mid-year  population,  as  estimated  by  'ohe  Regis  urar  Gen¬ 
eral,  was  5080,  an  increase  of  203  over  that  for  the  year  1953. 

The  vital  statistics  may  be  considered  to  be  aga:ji  very  sat¬ 
isfactory,  the  total  number  of  births  was  69,  as  conpar-ed  wj.th  73  in 
the  previous  year,  and  once  again  tnore  wore  no  ma>jomal  deatns,  and 
no  infantile  deaths,  i.  e.  under  one  year,  in  1954^ 


The  death  rate  at  9.25  (47  deaths)  is  lower  than  in  the  year 
1953  at  12.09  (51  deaths)  and  this  rate  is  lowcn-  than  ohab  for  England 

and  Wales  at  11.30. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  heart  disease  (15)  and 
cancer  (ll)j  there  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 

Infectious  diseases  were  at  a  low  ebb  in  19545  20  notifications 

as  against  110  in  1953. 

One  case  of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis,  a  female  aged  26  years 
was  notified  in  Startforth  in  September  1954;  she  was  admitted  to  Isolation 
Hospital,  Darlington  and  made  a  complete  recovery. 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  record  no  new  notifications  of  tuberculosis 
in  the  District  diuring  1954. 


Successful  vaccinations  numbered  21  of  whuch  35  were  in  0  -  5 
years  group,  «hioh  oamot  be  regarded  as  eatas-.'artery  coasiderlng  the  nun- 
her  of  births  (69)  in  the  year.  Whilst  Ihe  vigii.ance  of  the_ ciumhoritaes  ^ 
at  sea  ports  and  airports  protects  the  comrmjni‘'.y  against  smc  \x;oox,  shoula 
a  loophole  occur  then  iaoiv-idiial  suanccoiblllt "  i?  costed  aiid  tne  only 
protection  aga.inst  this  uieeaso  is  Taccinataonw 


Diphtheria  has  beer.  ■virtual''.y  abolished  owing  to  the  complete 
success  of  artifical  immn.7  cation  and  in  this  connection  30I  chif.^en 
completed  a  course  of  immojiisation  Lliu;':^ng  the  year.  It  is  orG.y  by 
immunisation  that  this  very  dangerous  disease  can  remain  conquered. 

The  number  of  visits  of  domialTiarry  m.dvdfery  was  I603  compared 
with  1513  in  the  provioiis  year,  the  nurbor  of  homo  nm-s.^ng  ^n.sits  4106 
compared  with  3532  in  1953  end  bno  number  01  real  oh  visits  2639  compared 

with  2453  in  1953. 


The  public  health  work  of  the  District  has  been  carried  out  as 
usual  and  I  would  like  to  thanlc  my  clerical  staff  for  their  continued 
help  and  oonscientioizs  work. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health:  F.  W.  Gc^vin,  M.  D.,  M.  B.,  Ch.B.,  D.  P.  H. 
Sanitary  Inspector:  l-ir.  T,  Ashcroft,  C.R.S.I.,  Ass. M. Inst, San. Engs. 

GENERAL  ,  STATISTICS . 


Area  of  tho  District  in  acres  • . .  97630 

Resident  Population,  Kid-yecr  estimate  . . .  5080 

Number  of  inhabited  houses.  ...  1407 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April  1954  ...  £  50,684 

Su~:!  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  £  207 

Rate  in  £  levied  at  1st  April  1954  • • •  lO/l 


VITAL  STATISTICS . 

BIRTHS.  The  number  of  livo  births  registered  during  the  yee^  was  69, 
as  against  73  in  1953-  The  b.Ii'th  rate  comparisons  shows 
that  the  rate  for  the  Distiict  is  less  than  that  for  the  rest 
of  England  and  Hales. 

Birth  Rate  Comparisons . 

Livo  births  per  1,000  population 
Still  births  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births. 


Startforth  Rural  District  1954 
Startforth  Rural  District  1953 
England  and  Wales  1954 


Live  Births 

11751“ 

14.97 

15.20 


Still  Births 
28717 
00.00 
23.40 


Analysis  of  Births .  Live' Births  Still  Births 

1954  1953  1954  ^  1953 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F  M  F 

Legitimate 

35 

31 

40 

31 

1 

1 

Tllegitinate 

3 

.  1 

,  1 

• 

•  •  • 

Totals 

38 

31 

41 

32 

1 

1 

DEATHS.  Maternal  Mortality, 

Again, 

as  in  the 

past 

six  years  there  was 

no  case  of  a  woman  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  cliildbirth  in 
the  District!  this  compares  most  favourably  with  the  maternal 


mortality  rate  for  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales,  which  for  1954 
was  .69  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births. 


infantile  Mortality.  As  in  1953  no  child  under  one  year  died 
during  the  year.  Tho  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  25.5 
in  1954. 

Infantile  Mortsility  Comparisons  •  per  1.000  live  births . 


Startforth  Rural  District  1954  ...  00,00 
Startforth  Rural  District  1953  ...  00.00 
England  and  Wales  1954  ...  25.50 


Deaths  from  all  causes.  During  1954  there  were  47  deaths 
from  all  causes  registered  in  the  District,  as  against  51 
in  1953,  again  a  lower  rate  than  that  for  the  rest  of  the 
country,  though  1952  and  1951  were  the  reverse. 


Death  rates  comparisons .  Death  Rate  per  1.000  pop . 

Startforth  Rural  District  1954  9.25 

Startforth  Rural  District  1953  10.46 

England  and  Wales  1954  11.30 


Causes  of  alj..  Deaths  '^.nd  t'CTeSo 

1953 

M 

? 

1954 

M 

F 

Tubercul-osisj  R'^SDarc.tory- 

O 

• 

• 

Malignant  neoplasn,  stA)j-iacb. 

• 

n 

a. 

• 

1 

”  ”  loi'g^  broiichavM 

1 

• 

• 

• 

*'  breast 

• 

• 

• 

2 

M  n  uteris 

• 

2 

• 

• 

Other  nalignant  and  Lynphatic  Nooplasns 

1 

3 

5 

2 

Leulcaenia 

• 

• 

• 

1 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

1 

• 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  S^'sten 

3 

3 

4 

5 

Coronar3'’  Disease,  angina 

3 

1 

4 

2 

Hypertension  with  Heai-l  Disease 

• 

• 

• 

2 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

6 

8 

3 

4 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

2 

4 

1 

4 

Influenza  ... 

1 

1 

• 

• 

Pneunonia  ... 

• 

• 

• 

Bronchitis  ...  . .  „ 

2 

• 

1 

• 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

1 

• 

• 

• 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

• 

• 

• 

Other  Defined  and  Iil“deiined  diseases 

• 

2 

1 

4 

All  other  accidents  . . . 

• 

2 

• 

• 

Totals 

21 

30 

20 

27 

Ages  at  Death  -  fron  all 

causes 

1954 

1953 

Frora  birth  to  one  day 

•  •  • 

• 

• 

From  one  day  to  one  vreek 

•  •  • 

Under  one  year 

•  •  0 

• 

• 

From  1  to  24  years 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

Fron  25  to  54  ” 

•  •  • 

6 

9 

Fron  55  to  64  " 

•  •  • 

4 

6 

Fron  65  to  74  " 

•  •  • 

17 

12 

Over  75  ” 

18 

23 

Totals 

47 

51 

It  will  be  noted  that  S  dep.ths  belov^  the  c.ge  of  55 >  21  in 
the  nge  group  55/74  und  18  were  over  75  years  c.t  death. 


Nunber 

of  Deaths  fron  the  Seven  Chief  Causes 

and  Comparisons  with 

the  previous  year. 

No. 

of 

Rate 

per 

Deaths 

Causes  of  Death 

1000 

POD 

195^ 

1^ 

11 

Cancer  .... 

1^ 

1.64 

195_4 

2.17 

5 

1 

Respiratorjr  (not  Tuberculosis) 

1»02 

.20 

18 

15 

Heart  Disease  .... 

3.70 

2.95 

2 

• 

Tuberculosis  -  Pulnonarj^ 

•  41 

,00 

• 

• 

Tuberculosis  -  Nonpulmonarj^ 

.00 

.00 

6 

5 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

1.23 

.98 

6 

9 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

1.23 

1.77 

45 

41 

Totals 

9.23 

.8,07 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  There  vrere  only  twenty  cases  of  notifiable 

and/or  infectious  diseases  reported  during  1954?  fs  against 
110  in  1953  when  there  was  an  epidenic  of  neasles  during 
February  -  April. 


IFFEnTIOng  . 


•l.O 


■•-  '.r. 


"j  -. 


hiy:  L't’v-r..^  Moi-* 

Ac’:t'?.  -0^^.  •  ,'r- ' 
lii*y:}J.pYi.*-'*i 

Kcn-po: ’i'J .>''i‘.ic  P 'jiioi ..yoli ti s 

V/hco^.ir^  Oc  L’gh 

Mjas.Loe 

Mcl.1.  ClZ*.‘.cL  b  r  ■ 


Totals 


1  2 

6 

2 

1  1 

1 

U  7 

83  5 

.  2 


no  20 


TUBERCULOSIS*  Again  tLeie  v/cro  :io  new  no btf icaticns  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  clarirg  the  yoiu .  TLe  last  new  Lotifications 
being  2  -^n  .19^2. 


i* G'l%j  J  L  -I'l  .tU*->3T‘  *. Oo  j.-j  fc 

t’ij.j  c.ause  doriiig  tne 
Thero  boD.ng  no  deaths  froo 
1951  and  1950. 


There  were  no  deaths  from 
as  against  two  in  1953. 
this  cause  in  the  years  1952, 


VACC BUTIOITS  AUB,  LSATI0F3 .  Records  received  show  that  there 

were  2J.  vac-oinav.i  >ns  ^.-arried  out  during  the  yea'’,  as 
against  3.3  in  •..v5.'r  i'.'ir.u:}isations  wore  carried  out 

during  the  year,  as  again?'*"  20?  in  1953. 

Conparisons  .aivl_ Age_  Groups  of  Vacciiiations  and  Imunisations . 

125?  1954 

C  -  5  years  over  5  0 5  years  over  5 

Successful  Vaccinations  17  16  15  6 

Coopletod  Course  of  lonunisation  45  l60  49  252 


NATTOHAL 

Section  22. 
Section  23. 
Section  24. 
Section  25. 


.  CEPVTCi?:;  ACT  1946  b 

Care  o.C  I'^u'Ghe-:'?  and  Young  Children 
DotiicU  iary  Midwifery. 

Health  V  ini  ring. 

Hone  N'lars.anc', 


Four  Distiici"  N'urso/Vj'.dwoves  eicplo'ycd  by  the  North  Riding 
County  Council  carry  out  the  duties  reqi"_Lro'i  by  'the  above  four  srccicns. 
There  is  one  Infor.t  L’'elfca:‘c  Centre  in  tlie  district  ^  at  Ba:?niii^.'iau,  which 
is  under  the  j'r’isd.i  :tir>r..  cf  •ehe  County  Cc’ancrl  and  which  is  attended  by 
a  local  practitionor  on^  toe  hi‘^'*'riwb  Muree/i'i'’.dwife  for  that  areaj  full 
advantage  being  talcen  of  the  faeJaities  offered. 


Number  of  visits  paid  te  the  pa'*.': 
during  1954  under  the  fc.Uovri  ug  c 
categories  for  1^53.  _ 


.ni..-:  by 
.tGgvorie 


'Lhe 


Bis  brict  Kui’se/Midwivo  s 
and  conparod  with  the  sane 


Cat^gcr:. 

195  5 

155-4 

Do  -r.:.!  .11  -u  v  Lbvj:..r  ",  y 

1 

j.‘-  'j  :> 

Hcdc 

t*  ^  ^ 

3532  . 

t 

Health  V  ■’  s c.lrg 

«  9  • 

2453 

•/  ✓ 

Section  27  -  Anbuj-once  Ser  -rice.  From  the  1st  Jan-uary  'to  4'th  July 
1954  this  service  was  provided  by  thi  N>-,rth  Riding  County  Council  by  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  St,  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade,  who  had  three  vehicles  stationed 
at  Richmond  and,  wj.th  the  Hospital  Car  Service,  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service.  These  two  services  adequately  covered  the 
Hichmond  Borough  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Richmond,  Croft,  Star'forth  and 
Reeth,  From  the  5th  J’uly  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  service  for  the  same 
areas  was  provided  direct  by  -the  Coiinty  Council  from  the  new  Ambulance 
Station  which  becamo  operational  on  5th  July  with  a  staff  of  one  Driver/ 
Foreman,  one  Shift  Leader  and  5  Driver/ attendants,  and  still  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Hospital  Car  Service. 


5 


c 


Section  28.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care. 

The  work  of  vaccination  and  innunisation,  together  with  the 
advice  spread  by  those  worlcing  in  the  Public  Health  Service,  Ins¬ 
pectors,  r^idv/ives,  ^laternity  and  Child  Welfare  Officers,  Doctors 
and  Nurses,  nust  all  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  general  health 
of  the  coDDunity. 

Section  29»  Donestic  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  provided  by  arrangenent  with  the  North  Riding 
County  Council,  and  during  1954  ten  cases  received  help,  as  conpared 
with  six  cases  in  1953,  the  analysis  and  cor.parisons  being  as  follows: - 


Category  1953  1954 


Cases 

Hours 

Cases 

Hours 

Domciliary  Confinement  5 

3575 

6 

“5i^ 

Chronic  Sick  Nil 

• 

3 

952 

Sick  Housewife  1 

21-i- 

1 

72 

Totals  6 

379-^- 

10 

153SI- 

Section  51.  Mental  Health.  No 

Commiittee 

in  the  Area  and 

no  cases 

arose  during  1954  “  cis  in  1953. 


Dental  Service.  This  service  is  provided  by  arrangenent  with  the  County 
Council. 

National  Assistance  Act  1948.  Section  47.  No  cases  removed  during  the 

year. 

-oOo- 


The  ronainder  of  this  report  was  compiled  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


Total  number  of  inspections  for  nuisances  only 
Total  nuE'bcr  of  nuisances  found  . . . 

Total  nui-iber  of  Statutory  Notices  served 
Total  number  of  informal  notices  served 


150  approx. 
{30.  » 

1 

7 


Public  Cleansing . 


Scavenging  is  in  operation  in  all  parishes  and  only  out- lying 
premises  are  not  served.  The  removal  of  refuse  from  Doorbolt  Camp  is 
also  undertaken.  Tv/o  Karrier  scavenging  vehicles  are  in  use  with  two 
men  on  each.  Refuse  is  deposited  on  tips  at  Barriingham,  Rokeby  and 
Mickloton.  Those  tips  care  semi-controlled. 

Infectious  Diseases . 

No  Cases  requiring  terminal  disinfection  were  notified  during 
the  year. 

Factories  Acts  ,1937  and  1948 . 


Number  of  factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4#  and  6  are  enforced 
by  Local  Authority.  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  inspections  of  above  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  factories  not  included  above  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  inspections  of  above  ...  ...  14 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  1 
Niimber  of  inspections  of  above  ...  ...  7 


4 


6 


Inspection  and  supervision  of  food . 

Twenty  shops  rjo  registered,  all  of  which  aro  general  stores, 

Nino  of  those  oro  licensed  to  store  ico-croaa  for  sale. 

One  nilk  dealer  is  registered,  nest  of  the  area  being  served 
by  producor-re tailors. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

Liconcos  have  been  issued  to  two  people  to  station  a  caravan 
on  land  occupied  by  then.  There  is  one  licensed  canping  site  at  the 
Lendings,  Startforth  and  an  unlicensed  site  at  MjJLLfioid,  Startforth, 

Sewerage. 

The  scheno  for  the  construction  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal 
works  at  Mickleton  was  conplotod  and  put  into  operation  during  the  year. 
The  Council  also  own  nodorn  works  at  Cotherstone  which  aro  naintained  in 
a  satisfactory  manner  and  which  produce  a  consistently  good  effluent. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Barningham,  Bowes,  Romaldkirk  and 
Startforth  aro  obsolete  and  overloaded  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  produce  a  good  effluent  from  then. 

The  villages  of  Boldron,  Lortington,  Ovington  and  Hutton  Magna 
have  no  proper  system  of  sowers  or  sewage  disposal  works. 


Water  Supply. 


During  the  year  the  Council’s  water  undertaking  to  the  parish  of 
Ovington  was  t alien  over  by  the  Tecs  Valley  Water  Board.  No  other  schemes 
were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  Tees  Valley  Water  Board  also  supply  water  to  the  parishes  of 
Mickleton,  Cotherstone,  Roaaldldrk,  Lartington  and  Barforth,  The  parish 
of  Startforth  is  supplied  by  water  by  the  Barnard  Castle  U,  D.  C.  The 
Council  has  its  own  undertakings  in  the  parishes  of  Bowes,  Boldron,  Barnr' 
inghoD,  and  Hutton  Magna,  There  wa.s  no  shortages  of  water  during  the 
year,  in  part  this  was  attributable  to  the  very  wet  summer  experienced. 
Thirty  one  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  of  which 
21  wore  satisfactory  and  10  unsatisfactory.  Unsatisfactory  samples  from 
the  public  supply  at  Barningham  were  a  result  of  difficulties  experienced 
with  the  chlorination  equipment  which  have  since  been  remedied. 


Housing. 

c 

No.  of  Statutory  Noties  \mder  Housing  Act  193o»  Seo,  9  ..  Nil 

”  ”  ”  »  ”  »  "  11  . .  Nil 

No.  of  houses  closed  as  a.  result  of  action  under  Local 
Government  (Miscellanoous  Provisions)  Act  1953  ..  Nil 

No.  of  Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing 
Act  1949  received  during  the  year,  ,.  ..  Nil 

No,  of  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ,,  Nil 

(b)  By  private  persons  ..  .,  2 


Rodent  Control , 


Domestic  premises  treated  . .  11 
Sewer  manholes  baited  ..  172 
Local  Authority  properties  treated  2 


-oOo- 
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